July 

The Honorable Mayor Tom Leppert

Or

The Honorable ______________,

Member, Dallas City Council

1500 Marilla

Dallas, Texas  75201

Dear _______,

I am writing to express my concern over the draconian cuts proposed to the Office of Cultural Affairs budget for 2010-2011.  While this area of the budget may seem like an amenity, I feel that it is essential to the economic future of the City.  Arts and culture are one of the most important elements in attracting business and tourism to our city.  They are cited over and over by the CEO’s of those companies who have chosen to relocate their corporate headquarters here.  Most recently, AT&T relocated their headquarters to Dallas and the quality of arts and culture was one of the key reasons for choosing Dallas. Cuts this deep will put many arts organizations out of business and they will be gone forever.  Please consider the following economic issues as you deliberate over the next budget:
The City's investment in the cultural arts leverages substantial private support.   In 2009, the City’s investment of $14.2 million leveraged $123.3 million in private sector support. Less investment by the City equals less economic development and investment by the corporate and private sectors. The arts are essential to the long-term economic development initiatives in our community.  In a time of economic downturn, it is not logical to cut something that has proven to have great economic impact. Other cities are moving forward to compete with Dallas for corporate relocations, tourism, convention business, and events, and the arts are a key factor in attracting such activity.  There are cities in much worse shape than Dallas who are not considering such draconian cuts.  

A strong and vibrant arts and cultural industry also contribute greatly to education in our community:

The arts are a key component in the educational system.  They are a vital element of educational success, linked to superior student performance across a broad range of measures.  Arts Programs are critical to reducing the drop-out rate in our schools. According to the study “Champions of Change”, the arts have a measurable impact on students in "high-poverty" and urban settings and the arts in after-school and summer programs guide disadvantaged youth toward positive behavior and goals. Arts Programs will help develop the creative workforce of the future. The future workforce will enter a world in which comfort with ideas and abstractions is the passport to a good job, in which creativity and innovation are the key to the good life.  It will help make us more competitive in the global marketplace.
I am aware that you are faced with extremely difficult choices due to the economy, but please consider carefully all the options available to defray the budget deficit and restore some funding to the arts.  We will need a strong healthy arts community to help get our economy back on track.
Sincerely,

